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Celebrate Love

A two day seminar for married couples
exploring spirituality and sexuality in
the Catholic context.

2009
Casino, NSW  Jul 18/19
Wellington, NZ  Jul 25/26
Auckland, NZ Aug 1/2
Perth, WA Aug 15/16
Mount Isa,QLD  Aug 29/30
Sydney, NSW Sep 12/13
Newcastle, NSW Oct 10/11
Batemans Bay, NSW Oct 10/11
Sydney, NSW Nov 7/8

One day - abridged version
Sydney, NSW  July 12

www.CelebrateLove.com.au

Embrace

Preparing to Live in Love
A six session programme for dating or
engaged couples preparing to marry in
the Catholic Church.

Available Now!
Sydney, Newcastle, Brisbane, Perth,
Wagga, London

Four formats:

- individual couple-to-couple mentoring
- small home based groups

- large parish based groups

- correspondence (remote areas only)

www.Embrace.org.au

Living Well Media

Resources for Catholic
Families, Schools & Parishes
Multimedia and print materials
featuring Christopher West, Fr Tony
Percy, Teresa Pirola and Byron &
Francine Pirola

www.LivingWellMedia.com.au
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Knot Yet! #2:
Age does matter...sort of

It seems like good advice — well-meaning parents offer it all the time... “you’re too
young to get married, you don’t know what you want from life yet.” In fact, the prevailing
‘wisdom’ of the culture seems to be that the older you marry, the more likely it is that the
marriage will endure.

But is this borne out in reality?

When age at first marriage is charted against the probability of divorce, the pattern has
some surprises. Beginning at age 18, the divorce risk starts high (about 30% within

5 years*). As expected, this risk falls away with increasing age supporting the belief
that marriages formed in the teenage years are generally more fragile. The factors that
determine which of these teenage marriages survive is complex, but some research
indicates that strong familial support is a positive factor in these unions, while pre-
nuptial pregnancy is a negative.

What many don’t realise is that around the mid twenties, marital longevity plateaus and
by the thirties divorce risk is climbing again. In other words, delaying marriage past the
age of thirty actually increases the likely-hood of later divorce.

So yes, when it comes to forging a life long marriage, age does matter, but not the way
that you may first think. Obviously, there are lots of factors that contribute to marital
longevity including social support structures, maturity, shared-values and so on. But
once we have reached a basic level of maturity, ‘more cellaring doesn’t make for a
better wine’. And if we spend these years as a single in a self-centred lifestyle in self-
serving relationships, then naturally, as time moves on, we are making ourselves ‘less
fit for marriage’; a relationship that calls us into unconditional self-giving!

Marry older, marry better?
Uh oh — looks like we
should have tied the

Divorce
knot about 50 years

Age at Weddin
g |/q__\ ago.
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Ref: Lehrer, Evelyn, Age at Marriage and Marital Instability: Revisiting the Becker-Landes-Michael Hypothesis,
June 2006 fip://repec.iza.org/RePEc/Discussionpaper/ap2166.pdf
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